Group Assignments Relating to Topic 7 (posted by Mary Wells, Prince George’s Community College)

Group 1 Assignment

Review the PowerPoint materials on Online Interaction and Small Group Work  under Topic 7, Online Group Work, on the Maryland Faculty Online web page at http://www.mdfaconline.org/mdfaconline/CurriculumTemplates/tot_template7.html
List at least 10 ways that an instructor or students could create an environment that is “hospitable,” nurturing and conducive to student participation.  

Group 2 Assignment

Review the PowerPoint materials on Online Interaction and Small Group Work  under Topic 7, Online Group Work, on the Maryland Faculty Online web page at http://www.mdfaconline.org/mdfaconline/CurriculumTemplates/tot_template7.html
Based on what you view in the presentation and your understanding of “active learning,” please create a brief explanation which can be distributed to students.  Your explanation should make it clear to an online student WHY participation in active learning opportunities such as discussion boards, chats and group assignments are so important in an online class.    Keep the paragraph “generic” enough so that it can be used by your colleagues.

Group 3 Assignment

Review Joan McMahon’s Letter of Dissociation and Memo of Dissociation under Topic 7, Online Group Work, on the Maryland Faculty Online web page at http://www.mdfaconline.org/mdfaconline/CurriculumTemplates/tot_template7.html
Write brief guidelines for using these documents with online students who have been assigned to work in groups.  Include such recommendations as:   Under what conditions might you use these documents, when would you make them known to the groups, what possible consequences might occur as a result of using (or not using) this type of document).

